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petitioned against. Of the remainder of those complained of,
they denied that some were grievances at all; for those the
existence of which they admitted, they promised, in the
Deputy's name, immediate redress.

As soon as this report was received in England, Chichester
was directed to send over a certain number of the members
of the two Houses, who had returned to Ireland in
1 I4* the preceding summer, in order that they might be
present when the king delivered his judgment.1 At the time
when these orders reached Chichester, the Irish Catholics were
in a state of considerable excitement One of the members
of the deputation, Sir James Gough, had given out, on his
return, that the King intended to grant liberty of conscience.
On examination, it proved that Gough had heard James say,
as he had already said so often, that he had no intention of
meddling with any man's conscience. He had neglected to
report that the ordinary language of the King proved that these
words had reference only to the secret belief of his Catholic
subjects, and not to the external practice of their religion.2 If
the Catholics still misunderstood the King's intentions, they
must have been undeceived by a proclamation which was
shortly afterwards sent over from London, in which James
declared himself to have been thoroughly satisfied with the
course which Chichester had taken throughout the whole affair.3
At the same time, Chichester was himself summoned to Eng-
land to be present at the final sentence.

On April 12, 1614, James delivered his judgment. As
might be supposed, that judgment was altogether against the
The King's Catholics. In almost every step which they had
decision. taken they had been formally in the wrong, and of
this James was sure to make the most. The only point on
which he gave way was, that the members for the few boroughs
which had been created since the writs had been issued should
not take their seats during the present Parliament4 On
May 7, the Irish deputation was directed to sign a form of sub-

1  Council to Chichester, Council Register^ Jan. 27, 1614.

2  Des. Cur. Hib. i. 287.                               2 Ibid. i. 291.
4 Ibid, i. 302,